Minutes of East Craigs Parent Council Meeting – 25th March 2019
1. Welcome everyone: 
Councillor Mark Brown, Nicki Gilchrist, Nicola Jeffrey, Sheila Scott, Maureen Allan, Caroline Wilkinson, Lynn Wallace, Alison Thompson, Alison Gordon, Louise Clouston, Alison Reid and Kirsty Williams all attended meeting.     

2. East Craigs Primary successes: 
Primary 6 – a small team of P6 pupils attended a School Euro Quiz and they successfully came 6th out of 32 Schools, so well done.
Primary 7 – during the World of Work week, a Policeman came to visit P7 and it was a great success with the children.
Primary 4/5 and 6/7 – great success from the Football teams from these years, adding to the excitement of wearing their new Football strips.

3. Communication / School website / Twitter account / text messages:
Great deal of discussion regarding these areas as Parents concerned about the lack of communication between home and School.  Many of these areas are actions already being taken by School as both website and Twitter are a work in progress.  The opinions of parents regarding other areas were taken into consideration.

4. Medication policy:
Parents were concerned that the correct procedure was not in place regarding this Policy.  Senior staff team said that any documentation is not able through the School website as policies regarding this area are continually being updated by the Council, so in the first instance, please go to the School office for guidance.  
5. Head Teacher update:
Staffing
Mrs Gayle Armour, Acting DHT and Miss Lisa MacIsaac, Business Manager are both now in post, which means that the Senior Leadership Team is complete.
Parent Engagement
There was an excellent turnout for Parent Consultations last week. All parents/carers I spoke to were very positive about meeting their child’s class teacher, hearing about progress in learning and being given the opportunity to view their child’s classwork. The strong partnership with parents/carers was very evident on both evenings.
Primary 4 and Primary 7 classes have recently shared their learning with parents/carers through special assemblies. A large number of family members attended these and, after both assemblies, the guests were invited to stay a little longer to spend time with the children and view some examples of their recent work.
Partnerships
There are a number of partnerships currently ongoing between the school and other organisations.
· Paired reading – Some P5 pupils are benefiting from weekly sessions with volunteers from all walks of life as part of an initiative organised by Business in the Community Scotland.
· The Never Too Old Club, which meets near the school, have been enjoying visits from P5B. Today, they took part in some Easter crafts with the pupils.
· The Scripture Union staff have been running Easter workshops with P6 pupils. 
· Lesley Lawrie from Craigsbank Church is also coming into school later this week to help P5 pupils learn about “Places of Worship.”
· Coaches from Turnhouse Golf Club will begin Club Golf sessions with P5 pupils this week.
· P7 pupils are currently receiving rugby training weekly with coaches from Forrester Rugby Club.
School Events
· The PTA organised a very successful Bingo Night on 6 February, which raised £385
· Recent school assemblies have celebrated and supported Robert Burns Day, World Book Day, International Women’s Day and Comic Relief. The school has also just completed a Book Week, where there were whole school reading sessions, special book swap events and competitions. 
· World of Work Week earlier this month was a very busy time with many parents/carers visiting classes to share aspects of their job and working life. Following on from talks from engineers, the P7s have also entered a national competition called “Leader’s Award” where they have designed their own invention.
· A team of P6 pupils took part in the Euro Quiz at the City Chambers recently and came 6th out of 30 schools.
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    6.  PTA update:
         The PTA are organising Easter discos for all the year groups before the           
         Easter holidays, with the P1/2/3 on Monday 1st April and P4/5/6/7 on 
         Tuesday 2nd April.    They are also organising an Easter Egg decorating   
        Art competition.  Also the P7 leavers are enjoying wearing their Hoodies.
        And finally the PTA are looking for new members.  

 
7.  Indoor and Outdoor shoes:
     After a great discussion regarding the positives and the negatives of 
     wearing indoor shoes, it was decided that the School would revert back 
      to all the children wearing indoor shoes during the School day.  Also it 
      was discussed that a review of the P.E kits would occur as parents are 
      often unsure of what is required and unnecessary spending is often the 
      case.

8. East Craigs Primary 40th celebrations:
    The School community learning team has been in great discussion 
    regarding these celebrations and has made invitations, bunting, etc.
    We also discussed ex pupils, ex teachers and ex Headteachers that could
    potentially come along for these celebrations and what format these 
    celebrations take, so a committee of staff and parents has been 
    suggested in this planning.  A date for the celebrations has been 
    set – Saturday1st June.

9.  Positive behaviour rewards:
     Due to staff feedback, this reward system has been renamed Positive
     relationship rewards and is now focusing around House Points rather than
     gaining class points.  The children are going to have cards where they 
      can receive 20 points = 1 house point and the House with the 
      most points receive the rewards.  The positive behavior reward system 
      was a success but was proving costly to the School and the classes were
      becoming competitive.  

10. School Term dates:
      A great concern for Teachers and parents are the Christmas term dates
      for both 2020/2021 and 2021/2022.  Councillor Mark Brown was most 
      helpful in this area as he said that there are further consultations within
      the Council, to consider pushing the dates back but this has an impact
      on both December and January holidays, but also prelim dates.  There is      
     a meeting on Thursday 2nd May at 6.30pm at Broughton High School for      
     this further consultation.  Chairpersons of ECPC advised to attend.
    








11. A.O.B:  The closing of the School gates
                  Reinstating the benches in the playground for the children at    
                  lunchtime.
       

12. Next meeting Wednesday 15th May 2019 from 6.45pm till 8.00pm. 
    




























