
East Craigs Parent Council Meeting 

Wednesday 14
th

 March@ 18.45 – 20.15 

Venue: Staff Room, East Craigs Primary School 
 

Attendees: Parents 

Susanne Isler (co-chair) 

Christina Rigby (co-chair) 

Nicki Russell 

Alison Reid 

Lynn Wallace 

Alison Gordon 

Nicola Jeffrey 

Patrick Walsh 

Katy Petrie 

Alison Thomson 

Attendees: Staff 

Kirsten Johnston 

Shelley Graham 

 

Actions 

See Action Log 

Agenda Item 1 – Welcome & Open Actions 

The meeting was opened by welcoming everyone to the meeting.  

Agenda Item 2 – Successes 

This is to share positive feedback from parents/pupils with the school – please keep these success 

stories coming in. 

 Chicken News is back!! My children were very excited when they received a visit from P1 

children announcing that the eggs had arrived – such a wonderful thing to do that brings the 

whole school together.  

 P1/P7 Buddy System is such a positive way to help P1 children feel comfortable and 

confident in the “big” school and the current P7 buddies deserve real praise, they really are a 

credit to the school!  

 Brilliant to see the Burns Assembly surprise performance on the bagpipes!  

 We are enjoying the updates and photos that are being shared on the school website and on 

twitter as it gives us a glimpse into what goes on at school and it then lets me start a 

conversation with my child on what they have been doing that day.  

 P7 WW2 assembly and VE party was really fun and great to see all the children’s work 

displayed in their class rooms and see how proud they were to have the opportunity to show 

off their hard work.  

 A huge thank you to all parents, carers and staff who came out to help clear the snow!  

 My daughter enjoyed all the book week activities – we even had to hold a read-a-thon at 

home on one of the Snow days as she was inconsolable when she realised that if the school 

was closed the read-a-thon was cancelled!  

 

Agenda Item 3 – ECPC Accounts  

A cheque has been handed over to the school from the ECPC. 



Agenda item 4 – Language Provision 

There have been a few questions around the 1 plus 2 model for language provision.  This is 

summarised below. 

1 plus 2 is English plus two other languages which, for East Craigs are French and German.   

French is embedded within the pupils learning from P1 to P7, it’s not timetable and is very 

contextualised.  For example, they may have the register in French or the lunch bands will be handed 

out in French.  There is a French student who has/will be visiting classes. 

German is a timetabled weekly event for P5-7.  They are taught conversational German as well as 

using online tools.  East Craigs has a native speaking German who has been/will be spending time 

with each class in P5-7. 

This model is followed throughout the City and the children should have a similar level of 

understanding as the other cluster primary schools by the time the get to high school. 

Agenda Item 5 – JASS (Junior Award Scheme for Schools) 

Questions were raised over the value of this, what exactly is required and what does it mean. 

This is the gateway to the Duke of Edinburgh Award and is part of P6&7 across Edinburgh.  It’s on 

the cluster agenda for discussion as some schools would like to switch to the John Muir Award which 

is popular in East Lothian. The Bronze award is achieved in P6, the Silver in P7, and the Gold in high 

school.  It’s used as part of the transition to high school (Craigmount HS have said they can support 

either the JASS or the John Muir Award. 

Each module requires between 8 & 12 hours work and requires time from the school and home 

(although East Craigs is trying to cover as much in possible in school as they understand the pressures 

of after school activities and existing homework). 

Here’s a rough guide of what’s the award entails.  

P6 

 My interests – carried out at home followed by a presentation in school 

 Get Active, Stay Active – bike-ability 

 Community – fund raising and nursery buddies 

 Adventure – Orienteering in school followed by a ‘practical’ at Cammo 

P7 

 My interests – at home or community learning team 

 Get Active, Stay Active – Forrester Rugby plus current clubs 

 Me & My World – WW2 project plus community work 

 Adventure – P7 camp, Laganlia 

Agenda 6 – P4/5 Swimming 

Pupils are required to hand in a pound coin for the lockers at the start of the swimming block.  

However, these coins are going ‘missing’, to the extent that there are only half left at the end of the 

block.  It’s been suggested that we use trolley coins instead or, indeed, don’t lock the lockers (other 

schools don’t lock them).  The PTA have kindly taken this forward to see if there are some companies 

willing to donate trolley coins. 

 



Agenda Item 7 – School Photos 

The school have historically gone with Tempest as do many Edinburgh schools.  Some parents/carers 

are not happy with the photos but when other schools have tried other photographers they have ended 

up back with Tempest. 

It was, however, suggested that we should be using a local photographer instead.  Tis will be taken 

forward to the next meeting for discussion. 

Agenda Item 8 – Head Teacher Update 

Staffing Update –  

Ms Reid is recovering well from another successful operation and is keeping in touch with the school 

with her progress.  

Vacancy for P5a has been closed due to the commitment from Senior Leadership to fulfil teaching 

commitment required for this class and ensuring continuity for pupils.  P2b – Staffing secured Anna 

Mitchell Smith Mon/Tues and Christine Dawson Wed-Fri until Easter.  

As Mrs Johnston has taken up the teaching commitment in P5a, alongside Mrs Lewis, Mrs Doris 

Edwards has returned East Craigs to fulfil our discrete science  provision on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

for the time being.  

Kate Inglis, PSA, was successful in interviews and has secured a permanent post with us in East 

Craigs. Jane Lindsay, also successful in securing a permanent post as PSA and will start in East 

Craigs on Monday. We are awaiting  completion of pre employment checks for the third candidate, 

also a permanent post.  

Snow Closure – things have returned to normal routine after the closures and we were delighted to 

have such a positive response from our community with regards supporting the school in clearing the 

snow ahead of opening on Monday 5
th
 March.  

Book Week – Book Week activities went ahead as far as possible, following the snow closure, with 

the Golden Ticket hunt, Drop Everything and Read, as well Book Swap sessions, the Book Doctors 

activities and Dress Up Day on Friday. The children as usual were keen to participate and excited to 

share their experiences of the week during assemblies.  

Nurture Space – part of our school improvement planning for this session as you will know, is 

focussed around developing Nurture approaches in school. We have developed a new space for 

Nurture in an ante room to the side the library. We are awaiting flooring and units to be fitted before 

fully utilising this are. However daily Nurture session have started in the SFL room with Mrs 

Donaldson and we are pleased to see the commitment to this area of development being borne out. All 

classes now have a dedicated Nurture Space for pupils to access throughout the day.  

Buildings Maintenance – we have received notification that East Craigs has been identified along 

with other Edinburgh schools, as requiring some upgrading to current aspects. Kirsten Johnston and 

Viv Bowden met with reps from CEC regarding replacements windows for the extension and some 

work to replace down pipes and guttering. We will notify parents when we have more information on 

timescales for this.  

Church Service – we have had 3 responses for the church service working group. Parents can still get 

involved and respond to the email.  We will meet in final week of term to share the views of the 

pupils and plan a way forward. The Global Rights CLT sought the view of pupils for this. This will 

inform how we take the planning forward for the element of practice.  

Sporting events – a variety of sporting events taking place including Swimming gala trials, Netball 

festival and Gymnastics competition. So good to see the pupils participate and engage so 



enthusiastically in these events. Unfortunately, the Gymnastics display was cancelled due to the snow. 

Howe3ver, we very enjoyed seeing the dress rehearsal! 

P3 and P7 assemblies were both held earlier this term and as usual there was a fantastic amount of 

learning on display and a great response from parents and carers. We were delighted to see the pupils 

engaging well with this aspect of sharing of learning and received very positive feedback from those 

who attended about the content of the learning and delivery from the children. 

World of Work week – following the success of this initiative last year, we will be holding another 

week of events. Workshops and talks for all classes in the week commencing 30
th
 April. Parents will 

receive communication regarding this, once again looking to engage with volunteers and partners 

from the community and all sectors of industry to get involved in this aspect of Develop our Young 

Workforce.  

Open Afternoon – Our annual open afternoon is scheduled for 14
th
 May.  This will provide a helpful 

juncture that bridges the opportunities to view pupils learning at parents’ consultations and receiving 

the End of Year Report in June.  ***** this date is now under review – date will be confirmed first 

week back after Easter******  

Twitter – The Digital Leaders along with Mrs Millar are extending the use of our school twitter 

account. We are holding an ICT staff training session next term and will be exploring how we develop 

the use of Twitter across classes in session 2018-19.  

PTA EVENTS The P3/4 disco will now be held on Wednesday 28th March in school 7-8.30pm. The 

P5/6 Disco has been moved to 25th April 7-8.30pm in school. These changes are due to the Snow 

Closures and the need to reschedule events already planned. Information about these events will be 

issued by PTA  in due course. 

Parents Carer Consultations – Looking forward to seeing parents and carers next week and joining 

in on conversations about pupil progress and next steps. The Uniform Exchange will be available in 

the Library along with Book Swap.  

NSPCC Assemblies and Workshops – as per previous newsletters and parental communications, the 

NSPCC are in school this Friday to deliver the SPEAK OUT STAY SAFE programme to P1-3 in 

assembly and P4-7 in a spate assembly. Through child friendly interactive assemblies and workshops, 

specially trained staff and volunteers give children information about how to keep themselves safe 

from harm and how to get help if they have any worries, sensitively discussing issues like bullying 

and sexual abuse, without using scary words or adult language. Further info can be found on 

www.nspcc.org.uk/schools .   The assemblies take place this Friday and follow up workshops with P6 

and 7 are on Tuesday next week. The parent and carers workshop is on from 1.30-2.30pm in the 

dining hall. We have had 24 people sign up to this so far. We will send an email reminder tomorrow 

about the input for the children and the workshop for the parents.  

Community Learning Teams – final meeting for CLTS is 26
th
 March . Pupils have engaged well in 

all the groups and have played a vital role in informing and acting on school improvement. We will be 

conducting a pupil survey on CLTs to get feedback from pupils on how they feel CLTs have impacted 

their learning and experience. We have kept a running record of the teams that pupils are placed in 

and if they did not get allocated on of their preferred choices, so that next session, this can be 

considered when allocating new teams.  

 

Agenda Item 9 - PTA Update 

The primary 3/4 disco was cancelled due to the snow and has been re-scheduled for the 28
th
 March. 

The P5/6 disco will be the 25
th
 April. 



Family photo sessions are 18
th
 April.  There have been very positive comments from previous 

sessions and are a very reasonable price. 

P7 hoodie letters have been sent out and returned.  There was concern over the quality of the zoodie’s 

on offer and although there was low uptake of these last year it was felt that these had to be offered 

again this year. 

New P7 uniform orders have been sent out and the PTA are getting organised for the P1 induction. 

Tesco money has been finalised and ‘playground art’ has been chosen as well as a variety of outdoor 

toys such as skipping ropes, bubbles, space hoppers & soft Frisbees. 

There are also plans to order a new shed to store the toys so it’s easier to access them 

Agenda Item 10 – AOB 

 Concern P5 trips are the same as previous primaries i.e. Holyrood.  Depute Heads weren’t 

aware of this but will look into it. 

 Parent Pay – there’s a note on the latest newsletter regarding this. 

 

Next and final meeting of this school year – 15
th

 May @ 18:45 


